Ithaca, New York
Various scholars have correctly noted that much of Genesis mirrors the events of the United Monarchy of David and Solomon. This is borne out by similar story lines, allusions, and shared language.
Among the paradigm passages which may be cited is Gen. xv 18 where the boundaries of the land promised to Abraham, minnehar misrayim cad-hanniihiir haggiidôl nehar periit, correlate with those of the Davidic-Solomonic empire Benjamin Mazar has used this example and many others to demonstrate that "Genesis was given its original written form during the time when the Davidic empire was being established, and that the additions and supplements of later authors were only intended to help bridge the time gap for contemporary readers, and had no decisive effect on its contents or its overall character. "2 I
Most scholars who have worked along these lines have concentrated on the material usually ascribed to J. Ruppert has noted a relationship between several pericopes in Genesis ascribed to J and several episodes from David's life. In one instance, the corresponding passages are seen as similar, namely, Jacob's prayer in Gen. xxxii 10-13 and David's prayer in 2 Sam. vii 18-29. In the other case, the related stories are seen as reverse
